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SUBJECT: GOM-SPANISH RELATIONS CONTINUE TO IMPROVE SLOWLY 
REF: (A) RABAT 1620, (B) RABAT 2079 

1 . SUMMARY. ACCORDING TO SPANISH EMBASSY SOURCES, RELATIONS 

WITH MOROCCO CONTINUING TO RETURN SLOWLY TO NORMAL FOLLOWING THE 
STRAINS WHICH OCCURRED WHEN SPAIN REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE THE 
LEGITIMACY OF THE FEBRUARY 26 JEMAA SESSION. FISHING NEGOTIATIONS 
TO RESUME IN MADRID APRIL 26 AND BOU CRAA PHOSPHATES AGREEMENT 
READY FOR SIGNATURE. END SUMMARY 

2. SPANISH EMBOFF SAID APRIL 22 THAT WHILE SKIES HAD 

CLEARED SOMEWHAT, THERE STILL CLOUDS. MADRID, MEANWHILE, STRICTLY 
"STICKING TO LETTER" OF MADRID ACCORDS. AS EXAMPLE OF "CLOUDS", 
SPANIARD CITED STICKY QUESTION OF FISHING RIGHTS. GOM RECORD ON 
PREVIOUS BILATERAL FISHING ACCORDS HAD BEEN BAD, HE RECALLED, AND 
MADRID THEREFORE PROCEEDING WITH GREAT CAUTION IN PRESENT TALKS. 
SPANISH AMBASSADOR INDICATED APRIL 20 THAT NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH 
HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO RESUME APRIL 21 IN MADRID, NOW POSTPONED 
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TECHNICAL NATURE AND DID NOT ANTICIPATE CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT 
NOW. 

3. ANOTHER IMPORTANT UNRESOLVED PROBLEM IN BILATERAL RELATIONS. 
ACCORDING SPANISH EMBOFF, WAS EXPROPRIATED SPANISH LANDS. MAINLY IN 
NORTHERN MOROCCO. GOM AND FRANCE HAD SETTLED SIMILAR PROBLEM 
RECENTLY. SPANISH EMBOFF NOTED, BUT GAVE NO INDICATION THAT ANY 
PROGRESS BEING MADE BY SPAIN ON THIS QUESTION. 

4. ON POSITIVE SIDE, SPANISH AMBASSADOR TOLD ME APRIL 20 THAT 
BOU CRAA NEGOTIATIONS WRAPPED UP AND AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED 
SHORTLY. KING CHAIRED WORKING SESSION ON GOM-GOS ECONOMIC 
ACCORDS APRIL 19, FOLLOWING WHICH HE MET WITH SPANISH AMB. 

COMMERCE (AND MINES) MINISTER GHISSASSI MENTIONED TO ME IN PASSING 
ON APRIL 20 THAT HE WOULD BE SPENDING 48 HOURS IN MADRID DURING 
NEXT FEW DAYS, WHICH SEEMS TO POINT TO HIS INVOLVEMENT IN 
SIGNING OF FINAL ACCORD. SPANISH EMBOFF, MEANWHILE, CLAIMED 

TO BE UNINFORMED AS TO HOW MAURITANIANS WOULD ENTER BOU CRAA 
PICTURE, THEY WOULD HAVE TO BUY IN. 

5. COMMENT. WHILE HONEYMOON PERIOD WHICH FOLLOWED SIGNING OF 
NOVEMBER MADRID ACCORDS CLEARLY OVER, THERE SEEMS AMPLE ROOM FOR 
TWO SIDES, THROUGH HARDNOSED NEGOTIATION, TO COOPERATE IN 
IMPORTANT FIELDS. SPANISH. HOWEVER, HAVING LOST LEVERAGE WITH 

FINAL PULLOUT FROM SAHARA, AND NON-COOPERATION ON SAHARA CONSULTATION 
ISSUE, MAY NO LONGER BE IN A POSITION TO CAPITALIZE ON 
PRIVILEGED STATUS THEY ONCE ENJOYED. 

ANDERSON 
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